
Corruption in Brazil: evidence from a new conviction dataset 

Nicole Janz, Dalson Figueiredo & Caio Malaquias





  PRODUCTS



MEASURING CORRUPTION

DATA & METHODS

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS

  OUTLINE



  MEASURING CORRUPTION

(n = 746, 1909 - 2021)



  MEASURING CORRUPTION



  MEASURING CORRUPTION



  MEASURING CORRUPTION



https://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/spotlights-corruption.php
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https://osf.io/7exsq/

  DATA & METHODS

https://osf.io/7exsq/
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http://www.cnj.jus.br/improbidade_adm/consultar_requerido.php
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Judicial level (state, federal, electoral, superior and military)
Convicted type (individual or corporation)

Convicted name (nominal description of the defendant)

http://www.cnj.jus.br/improbidade_adm/consultar_requerido.php
http://www.cnj.jus.br/improbidade_adm/consultar_requerido.php
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“Please, could you share the data?”



 “Please, give me the data”

“Sorry, the data is 
restricted to justice staff!”
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https://www.r-project.org/


• Sample size: 65,464 court cases judged in Brazil by all justice levels
• 18,860 corruption-related cases

• Time frame: 1992 to 2018

• Level of analysis: disaggregated information by justice courts by city (municipal level)

• Number of variables: +50 (time to judge, gender, type of punishment, etc.)

• Crime type: we collected the specific crime committed by each defendant 
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https://osf.io/e9mh6/
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https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/21278
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https://www.scielo.br/j/rbcsoc/a/9NJQYfMqq4GXrRzsxmdbmnM/?format=pdf&lang=pt


• Corruption-related cases take longer to be judged in Brazil (6.34 x 3.48 years)

• There is a significant spatial variation on the time to judge corruption-related cases

• Most corruption cases are administrative misconducts (mismanagement ) (93%)

• Military justice is the quickest, state justice is the slowest

• Court cases with corporations defendants live longer 

• There is no significant effect of gender on the time to judge corruption-related cases

• Court cases with incarceration penalties are judged faster

• The number of corruption convictions is increasing over time

• Average time to judge a corruption-related cases is decreasing over time
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•  The British Academy 
• Berkeley Initiative for Transparency in the Social Sciences
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https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/
https://www.bitss.org/
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https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/conference/papers/2016/Car%20Wash%20PSA%20final1_0.pdf

“From the day Mr. Costa became a whistle-blower in 2014 to 
February 2016, the Federal Prosecution Service brought 37 
criminal charges against 179 people. The charges amount to a 
total of 6.4 billion BRL (around 2.6 billion USD in 2012 dollar 
value) in bribes paid from 2003-2012” (Figueiredo, 2016)
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-35810578
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/01/brazil-operation-car-wash-is-this-the-biggest-corruption-scandal-in-history
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